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A thesis from 1986. 198619 =2,
INTRODUCTION
AT
In Korea, there is an increasing tendency of overseas man pow-
er communications, especially with tropical and subtropical coun- haoll A= 1 o] elf, 5] el otd = =E 2 Fel
tries. As a result, imported cases of tropical diseases, especially 7} 27 el Ak Holx gtk o]g sk 7:14. ArfH 29

)
arasitic infections, has been increasing and become one of newl - -
P 8 y AV, B3] 714% 749 Aell} S7keta

facing health problems in this country. Imported parasitic diseases )
ol Hwiah 7l IAZL Hoch WA waE 4e) 78 E

reported so far are malaria (Ahn et al., 1982), leishmaniasis (Chi
etal., 1983), schistosomiasis (Min et al., 1982), angiostrongylosis T A2 Webe| ot (malaria), 2l YHHE S5 (leishmania-

(Lee et al., 1981), hydatid disease (Lee et al., 1986) and pentasto- sis), —T—?:ﬂ%%(schlstosomlams) P 234 % (angiostrongy-
@1&1515 (Park ét al,, ‘1985). We add here heterophyiasis in the list of losis), %% (hydatid) 2] ©7-%% (pentastomiasis) 5]
imported tropical diseases. o
Heterophyiasis is caused by flukes belonging to the genus o o ol o Ed A B AEe] ol¥ 7S A (hetero-
Heterophyes. phyiasis) = F7}etct
Human heterophyiasis has been known from two species, H. O|HEEZL 0|8 5% (Heterophyes) < (B) FFo] 4l
heterophyes and H. nocens; the former in Egypt and in the Middle olct
East (Taraschewski, 1984) and the latter in the Far East such as ' o
Japan and Korea (Yokogawa et al., 1965; Seo et al., 1981; Chai et AL 1P 5T S F T2RFE AT &
al., 1984 & 1985).! Z Tt ol P ol P EF (H. heterophyes) T 301 B S5 (H

o ol
1 —
An anecdote from 1984. =5 A G| A HAHL

On a hot summer day in 1984, the doctor catches a taxi in Mok-
dong and heads to Seoul National University Hospital. He left his

car because he has plans to meet a friend for a drink later. When 198444 2| Y3}

198439] o] = B2 of 5, WAt HAI & Fot Bhal B5 oA A&
thehg e o2 Foeh. & oF&o] 9lof A& FaL vhalth. F Ao ghot

the doctor comments on the summer heat from his position in the
back seat, the driver replies that it is not so bad compared to the
Middle East. He then asks,

) B, « 7| S A », A 24

5 <‘- T
LE T
s =
© g :rf)'_
Z8 o
SE o
“Are you a doctor? Seeing that you are heading to Seoul Na- £E T % 9 E olof7]stE LolA 71AkE, ol A= & WelA 2, 55 X
tional University Hospital, | mean.” = é—f < £ of v H Q3L &3t 18 ;ﬂ_{—
* ’ i i w? 252 g3 ’
Yes, I'm a doctor of a kind. But mostly dedicated to research @ E-.f N “OIAF AT o] M| 2.2 M ST s el o) ZFAITH.
“All the same - | often have stomachaches, you see. My stom- S35 oo , N
. .. - T 2 « = O] A} O] x}O = 23570 »
ach rumbles all the time. Should I see a physician?” J-E ; :F 34 oL A= At MY T A-E] £ 2 472 S Slay
.= lo pid w . N N
“You used to live in the Middle East? For how long?” K g 3 ol FHFUTH A7L A w7} ofuk 2. g o] FEFF E), o
"4 years.” 538 el 2w zhol] 7w B2 2"
“Did you eat raw fish there, by any chance?” 35S s £2 «z 3 690l a9
« A . i < W2 ’6‘%‘0“ 7-‘]]{“,\9'}11:]':17__13_'7 au]']"]'-u-?
Well you see, the Red Sea is half water and half fish, so to o B8 = o101~
o X - « P »
speak. When you look down from the deck, the water is teem- 2 §"§ 5 Ao g 44 SlglsyTh
ing with mullets. You could catch one or two by just throwing in a ~ZEE _EEw “FA AN ES ERSYAY
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bucket. All of the workers would catch them, and eat plenty.” “o} 37} WolF, E ¥l 117] vho]o| & oA Yt EE B
o you eat them raw?" Soll pol7h uuk2 ol 2. ol 2 Falhg ol WA E B vhe)
“Sure. They are best when eaten raw.”

A few possibilities come to the doctor’s mind. ARE ST A=Y 8 A S0 AR Fop AR
“I believe I could be of help. Would you mind visiting my lab e o e L Ry
some time? “EEYUT. I ZE HojopnigiA| 2.7

He hands a business card to YSG and gets out of the Taxi. v B 7bR] 7P A S A7}
ST X BoE ST YUY,

A7t BN EE X YS A 2ot AA Al Aol g 9

A text message from 2015. RA A7

Hello, Sir. Sorry to be contacting you so late X YSGo A WaS A= el Ao A W}

at night. I know we are meeting on Wednesday,

but I'm texting you in the hope of getting the

name of the doctor you mentioned earlier. If

you remember it by any chance, it would be of 20154 2| EXHOAIX].

great help in my research. Will contact you on OHIABIN Q 7|AY, HH=H| Z|&THL|CEH £220| o2 =

W . Thank .

ooy ey B El0) 9M, Ui SHFHE HArHO) HEtg ¥

Ayoung Kim = AS7t 8t Xt EZLICH ZA| 7|40] LIAH X =
Ao 2 =30] 2 A 25U =290 ¢ ELJWS

LICF, ZHAFehL T
A text message from 2015.
: . . Hord E&.
I have checked my diary at 2 in the morning,
and found that his name is Professor Jong-Yil
Chai. He was in the Department of Parasitology
and Tropical Medicine, College of Medicine at 2015 0| SX}of| A X].
Seoul National University, which I visited on

September 16, 1984, and was given some medi-

cine, to help him in his research. = =

YSG HOoZ, 1984 93 169, M7t 7| 4 E L H0| Y=HM
ohg 28311 1 9110 £33 & Y0| 7|SH UZL
YSG.

An anecdote from 2014.
On a hot summer day in July of 2014, I caught a taxi in front of my
house. At the time, I was swamped with work and felt greatly worn
out. Slumping on my seat, | mumbled a complaint to myself about 201419 A5,

the heat. 2014\ 799 o= BTl g o} 8. 1he 1 Yol A DA & Folete B

“Ha, this is not bad at all, compared to the Middle East,” the )
driver responded, Ago] B2 A9 BA W2 Uck. 340l 9A grov] thE ma)

s
“You've been in the Middle East? When?” AL HYE EFAL
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“Around the 80s.”

“So was my father.”

“Really? When were you born?”

“In79.”

“Did you receive my congratulations?”

“What?”

“I sent a congratulatory note then, in celebration of your
birth.”

“..um, driver, do you mind if I ask you a few things and record
our conversation?...”

Stories are passed back and forth within the taxi.

“There was this time when I was called into the lab of a doc-
tor, who was a parasitologist, and became the subject of his study.
A parasite that had only ever been found in the Middle East was
found in my body.”

Before arriving at the destination, I ask for his phone number.

An anecdote from 2015.

In September of 2015, I visit YSG’s House. From the balco-
ny-hanging garden of the 23rd floor, which is astoundingly filled
with an overgrowth of large and small planters, one can look down
on the Han River and see the distant Lotte World Tower, still un-
der construction.

On one side of the living room next to the front entrance is a
glass cabinet filled with all kinds of corals, top shells, and seashells.
Left haphazardly atop the cabinet, which is framed with carved
wood, are things from everyday life, including all sorts of flyers and
boxes of ointments, making it slightly troublesome to lift the glass
lid. YSG pulls out an especially well-shaped top shell from within
this time frozen space. On its underside is a thin but clear inscrip-
tion in blue that reads “April 3rd, 1982, Red Sea.”

During the time he worked in Yanbu, Saudi Arabia, YSG would
often swim in the clear water of the Red Sea on his day off, as he
was an expert diver. After heading towards the horizon for a hun-
dred meters across a shallow sea that barely reached the knees,
a sudden dark shadow loped down into a great canyon that sank
deep into the sea. 2 to 3 meters underwater were thousands of
colorful corals and seashells clinging to the slanting surface of
the valley, and swimming between them was a great spectacle of

‘o] HEW ZS ThakA| 2. 25 DHof w]shE.”

“ZEo) Al 22 AA LY
“80d&.”

23] oA = 1.
2878 Aol a?”
“7990]2.”

U7 R S Wgrel R
7"

“ejolutA] ZHRITIAL ZH HYAE
A 7)Aol HEA %22 F HE Bte?”
g A] kol A o] A& o]of7] 7} b}
“zﬂﬂMiﬂ4aMhﬂw4nL4W%aﬂﬁmﬂﬂ4
/el HE A & Qlo]. St th= 7148 50] Ul ol A ¢ E 7
oF.”
=& Ao thrh2 ] A, s 10] Ash 5 S Boj R},

20154 2] st.
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eccentric fishes. From tiny ones to ones as large as humans, YSG’s
first sight of the tens of thousands of fish idling about was mes-
merizing. He would sometimes dig out corals and clams there. The
fish in the Red Sea were unafraid of humans, and so casting a fish-
net for a mere hour would net out a basinful of mullets. He would
often eat these palm-sized fish raw with his co-workers.

He shows me various keepsakes and photographs from his
briefcase. Dozens of letters that were sent to the Middle East by
his wife, written on thin tracing paper to reduce the weight of the
envelope — ‘so tenacious, that woman,” he says and laughs —re-
ceipts inscribed with the amounts of his monthly pay, photos of
himself standing at the Red Sea with swimming goggles for diving.
He also talks about the great unrest in the camp at the construc-
tion site in Saudi Arabia following the assassination of President
Chung-hee Park.

An email from 2015.
31 August 2015 at 14:05
Hello, Professor Jong-Yil Chai,
| am delighted to make your acquaintance. My name is Ayoung

17

Y o] AZEQIth 5 o2 2 2,3mZ YA Eol7FH A2 7}
o2 vjgHo) 51 71 PP MM A5 o 27| Eo] Bo] Qi 1
Abo]2 LA B A g8 BEr|E0] $95 = Aol DA

oh ARk ARE AR 2718 @ 27k 3, SR ek o) £31)
Pl g A 210 e YO $F AR 4352

: 7]5 %t}. a —éﬂ}‘%}?} z& a

20154 2] o|m .
2015\ 8& 31¢, 14:05.

oHgsIilR, FY M,

or

2 QIAL ERILICH K= 08 7h2 EE 5t 9l Zoteiolat ghLict,
He 52 o3
THololA Hare =

L|C}.

Kim, and | am currently working as an artist.

| am for the most part doing work that looks back on the correla-
tion between the anecdotes in the modern and contemporary history
of Korea and the situation of the world, and explores the conditions

Q= uEHH oA 24 HY EB|= 0|RE, M7E R ol MRE HoE
2£311970~19801 ALY = HHEUN S 2| 5 TE, M{A=2 ® X|7H 0|
St 0|Zd0] X 3| &fofl ThEsts Fekoll 2ol ZALSHE &, 19843 920l w4~
HHM S 0HA Z2AHSES Y22 5t 7|43 ZAF o1 710f Eo{5tAl
B 8t =22 LA ZlfMYULICE XM= Al S0 A AH ES2 2lER
5t Xtz E 3oF 21 Jl=H|, 25| A E YSGEHE 2H A, 19841H 9

HE5L maEHHAM Z>ASHE 714 S ZAl| Zo{atARICH= 0l0k7 | &

WA EHFMELICHL SSOIM HIE} S0l 2t 714501 a2 5

LA AAUCH=E LEE SHR. (0|22 L7IZ0 SAILHES M5 A
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of life that influence the individuals.

| am contacting you out of the blue because in the course of my
research over the last several years on the advance of Korean con-
struction companies to the Middle East in the 70s and 80s and the
global transference of oil capital and its effect on our lives, | en-
countered a person that was involved in your parasitological exami-
nation research on workers who were dispatched to the Middle East.
| am interviewing and researching people who were dispatched, and
a person by the name YSG whom | chanced upon told me some in-
teresting stories, including the story of the parasite found inside his
body that he had clearly been exposed to in the Middle East. (He had
written a detailed account in his diary at the time.)

It came to my mind that this anecdote related to parasites has
some interesting connotations related to the phenomena of migra-
tion and immigration in the modern era. That many of the people,
who left for the Middle East following the Oil Crisis for the econom-
ic renewal of the Korean nation, did not return home alone but with
parasites, and that unlike the refugees of today, the parasites ar-
rived quietly and comfortably in secret, unknown to their hosts, was
very interesting to me. As a result, | became really curious about
the study that you carried out 30 years back, and would like to hear
about the process. | am convinced that it could provide a great mo-
tivation for my research. | believe that your study is the clue to gain-
ing an implicit understanding of Korea's modern and contemporary
history, and the culture of migration in humanity.

I am currently preparing an event that is related to my work on
oil capital and the Middle East Boom with the support of Seoul Mu-
seum of Art. | am also preparing a book which, through short texts
by various people, allows for a multifaceted insight not only into my
own work, but also into this period that my parents’ generation lived
through. Though | presume you are fully occupied, may | visit you at
a near date and ask for a brief interview? If you consent, it would be
of great help to my study. In addition, if | could edit and include part
of your story in my little book, it would be invaluable to my research.

Sincerely,

Ayoung Kim

Modern migrations, ... are generally a matter of pri-
vate concern, the individuals being led by the most

Carl Biicher (1901). Industrial Evolution. Translated from the German by

Wichett, S. Morley. New York: Henry Holt and Co., p. 349.

X 7| 4S0t 2HE 0| 28l 0| S O|FEH:E 22| Y E L FLt
S0|22 YAz at=sl 20 F1 Qlrt= YZ0| SAUSLILE HRutS A
£ I7LEHE 25A717| 25 SS2 2 HEH B2 ES0| A=5tHM, &
XtM SO02 40| OfL|2t 7| 4SS S 2|1 SotRttt= ", 2 7| 4SS0l &
el IS 1t Be| =3 S £0{Al, OFF 2FEtet dE 2 0| F3Ch= ™ SOl
T S0|82H HRELICH M= waEHHA EM 3001 = Hof| Z™dste 2
A7t A SSsHA D 3 2ol s S =1 A FSLITH B ZAL|
AUt S7|1E F4 = UAS A ZT= 0| SHMYLICE T ARTHEH=2
=, eitiAtet eIz ol o| F=E 30l Cial et X o= S = | &t F= &0}
2|7t & Zd0[2t 42fo] SO{ M ULICH!

e MESAEDsRe Y2, MRAIEN S S0 218 H|
EED 2 E O|MEES FH[5t D JELICEH Cifst 2S2| B2 252 Sl
M| =Z2 20| oL}, X{3| Ot e MICHZE X[LE2 D A E THH X ez S
e A7 5He Mk FH|S D ASLICH BX HHEAIZUX| 2 S A 747H2 Al
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varied motives. They are almost invariably with-
out organization. The process repeating itself dai-
ly a thousand times is united only through the one
characteristic, that it is everywhere a question of
change of locality by persons seeking more favoura-
ble conditions of life.”

An email from 2015.
31 August 2015 at 14:24
Dear Ayoung Kim,
| have read your interesting e-mail. Though | don't have much
free time, | should be able to spare some time for a brief conversa-
tion. If you give me a few available timeslots, I'll see if we can meet.
Sincerely,
Jong-Yil Chai

An anecdote from 1982.

According to my father, fish would file in in species-based groups
during the rising tide. A school of mackerels would be followed by
a school of saurels, followed by stingrays. Group by group, they
would swim in, riding the tide.

Come to think of it, on the other side of the Arabian Peninsu-
la from the Red Sea, there used to be many natural pearl divers in
the Gulf Coast, up until the 1930s. The Gulf Coast was practical-
ly the only place in the world where natural pearls were harvested.
Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain were the bases of wealthy pearl mer-
chants, called Tawash, and virtually fulfilled all of the world’s pearl
demand. Then, with the discovery and exploitation of the oil field
and the creation of cultured pearls by MIKIMOTO Inc., most of
the pearl divers began working for the oil companies. Eventually,
natural pearl harvesting disappeared from the globe. The homo-
geneity of modernity is sweeping over the polyphony of the world.
Not that [ am complaining about this. I believe that if it cannot be
undone, it should be embraced. As someone once said, as long as
the zoological gardens are not left with only a single species.

2

Carl Biicher (1901). Industrial Evolution. Translated from the German by

Wichett, S. Morley. New York: Henry Holt and Co., p. 349.
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A thesis from 1936. A SFEA] QHLOIA $oI 5 AR Y& ST AFS-THot
CASE DESCRIFHION ehiloellq 715 F i ole] el 45 2SI ol S AL,
[Case 1]
YSG, 38-year-old male residing in Seoul, had been in three ar- [AHH] 2]
eas of Saudi Arabia as a driver during July 1979~July 1983. He re- YSW. 404 YA A 19 &4, 7 =35 19804 6 (g)ofkE),

called he had eaten raw flesh of mullets in Yanbu, a coastal city of
’ 18319829 10958 1984 11€ (FH) 7HA] AF$-tlo
the Red Sea. In Saudi Arabia and after return home, he has experi- elal 1 (B 7HA] Abe-Heotet

. . . . . (o] A L=l o]—‘ﬂ- L 417
enced several episodes of abdominal pain and other gastrointesti- H|o}o] = Z[ ol ZALB|Af] AR O B AT T= 1=t
bl Apgelotebulol QFelAl hokeh 5 7o) sl el 5 44

S T ol of 9HE Ajelo] AAE Fuk ol Eok B R B
[Case 2] whe AU

YSW, 40-year-old male, a brother of case 1. He had also been in
two areas of Saudi Arabia, as an officer of a construction company,
during June 1980 (in Riyadh) and October 1982~November 1984
(in Damman). He has favored to eat raw flesh of various kinds of 20151 0] ur e,
marine fishes both at home and in Saudi Arabia. He has experi-

20159 7+, ob4 YA ol A ghe ol & L M gita
enced vague abdominal discomfort accompanied by diarrhea ap- ‘ o ) )

proximately once or twice a month.’ ST 7| St A L F AT S AT YSG7H3 1 A T

YU uE AR, DI FLR. 19849 34"1194 A2 LAl AF

. 2015 d apE FHde] L w vt Eo] g Sght). = me ek Ay &

e visitin .

oA YSGSF 1] & YSWO] 9% AItE A8 19869 =R S &

On an autumn day in 2015, before the shadows had stretched too . * 2‘4 ° R 49 . Ji- s oim :l ~

long, I visit the laboratory in the parasitology department of Seoul of A Hol Erh. 2@ e 2 F st A E o TEH o2 =&. 2o

National University. It is the same place and the same time of year HhEl St A B A7) &2 vt QAR ofF o ZE 7H AT

when YSG made his first visit, 31 years ago. Professor Jong-Yil o] @ ¥ L YSGE AE5] 7|5l YUt =B S EALE = €4

Chai, who was a young 34-year-old professor at the time, greets o]BL wo, o} 2 B B2} uol 9 0] A E STHT STh L

me, now a senior professor with gray hair. From his densely packed

bookshelf, he finds and shows me his research paper from the 70| Rgo7]ehE ¥ % Wop =k ofy 222 21 HEeltt.

year 1986 on the clinical findings related to YSG and his brother 1= 19849 YSGOAIN A& E ] & 018 &5 (Heterophyes het-
YSW. A thin thesis paper, neatly printed in two columns and saddle erophyes)®] £/ GME B Zeo|ES Ho] Zr} A 2Z Yo
stitched. The faded sky-blue cover reminds me of a shallow sea. He S EEA = oFo = o
remembers YSG clearly. When I ask for permission to photocopy ‘;}Eii E::—“.i _:}% ;Z]]:];,_ﬂ ig7j«}]\“ i\_ﬁv ! El]_o] E : 248 F
his thesis, he tells me to take it since there are still a good number o " o= SEFH AEY IS E22E TG AEA
of copies left. T hold it as if it was some kind of treasure. No, this re- 3 2 7t B2 A Wl 5] ol EES 5 YSGE A& Ho 419849
ally is a treasure. £ i 94 160l2} A7 WA BTk b ERS W ER 1AL o
He shows me the sample plate of Heterophyes heterophyes that 'g %“; Aot 7|l at7] ol A S AT,

was found inside YSG, which is dyed in red. Inside the specimen 3 *

box of yet another worn out sky-blue color are dozens of thin glass 3 )

plates, which are specimens of parasites found inside many of the ©B - &
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construction workers that came back from the Middle East. When
I pick up YSG’s sample out of the tightly lined specimens tagged
with index cards, I can see that it is dated September 16, 1984.1
put down the specimen and take its photo, to store it in memory.

A thesis from 1986.
CASE DESCRIPTION

[Case 1]

On September 13, 1984 he visited our Department to examine any
parasitic infections. The stool examination revealed heterophy-
id eggs, 0.026 ~0.029 x 0.013~0.015mm, ovoid to ellipsoid, and a
little attenuated at their anterior and/or posterior ends. The EPG
(eggs per gram of feces) was 100. He was treated with 10mg/kg
single dose of praziquantel and purged with 30g of MgSO,. The
procedures of treatment and worm collection were as described by
Chaietal. (1984).

[Case 2]

He was referred to our Department by Case 1, on November 22,
1984 to check heterophyid infections. Stool revealed only the eggs
of Trichuris trichiura without heterophyid eggs. However, he want-
ed to receive medication with praziquantel so as to treat possible
heterophyid infection.*

An interview from 2015.

CHAI (DR.JONG-vILCHAN Case 1 as you can see here is YSG (38 at the
time). There is a lot of info inside that you can reference. A de-
tailed transcript of the occasion should be included in the thesis. |
first met him in 84, when I left my car and took a taxi to work be-
cause I had plans for drinks with a friend later. I lived in Mok-dong
then, and when I got into the taxi and said “to Seoul National Uni-
versity Hospital, please,” he asked me if [ was a doctor. So I said
“I'm a doctor of a sort, but mostly dedicated to research,” and he
told me he had a stomachache. That’s how we started to talk. My
field of research at the time was parasitic worms, and it came to
my mind that the symptoms coincided. You see, the worms take as
hosts fish such as mullets, which are saltwater fish but live in the

4

Ibid., pp. 82~83.

Qo] =1 §2~83%,
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coasts around islands or shallow waters, where seawater and fresh-
water mix together. And YSG said he had been in the Red Sea area
of Saudi Arabia. He said if you looked down from the drillship you
could see the mullets swimming about in the sea. He excitedly told
me that it was no exaggeration to say that it was half water and half
fish, so to speak, so you could catch them with the tiniest effort, and
that he ate a lot of mullets in particular. The workers would regu-
larly catch mullets and eat them raw, because Koreans like raw fish,
as you know. He said there were many workers at the time that had
symptoms of stomachache. So I told him that that [ wanted to ex-
tract the adult worms and asked if he would cooperate, and he said
yes and stayed in the lab for almost half a day, taking medication
and laxative pills. That's how we got the eggs. We took a feces sam-
ple from the diarrheal stool, which becomes clean when mixed with
water. When we showed him the worms that were collected in this
way, he was astounded that they were inside of him, and was de-
lighted that they were no longer there. He said the stomachache
was gone and that he was clean. That’s how the test ended, and it
turned out afterwards that the species of parasite was new to Ko-
rea. It had never been found in Korea before; though there had
been similar species.

Kim  (avoune Kim) What species was it?

cHAl  Heterophyes heterophyes, it is called. Heterophyes hetero-
phyes only existed in the Middle East and Egypt, while Heterophyes
nocens can be found in Korea and Japan. There’s Heterophyes het-
erophyes and another that is called Heterophyes dispar. Yet these
two species of parasites that had not existed in Korea were both
found in his feces. Furthermore, it was the first case in the world in

which Heterophyes dispar was found inside a human body.

I. OUR FOUR PREMISES:

1. Transnational migration is inextricably linked
to the changing conditions of global capitalism and
must be analyzed within the context of global rela-
tions between capital and labor.

2. Transnationalism is a process by which mi-
grants, through their daily life activities and social,
economic, and political relations, create social fields
that cross national boundaries.

20152 2lE{ &
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the ability of researchers first to perceive and then X

to analyze the phenomenon of transnationalism. AAPENA O U2 YT AT} o SE 2atol o) & f At A
4. By living their lives across borders, transmi- o] AZHAAIN HEH Aol AA 22| A AU T

grants find themselves confronted with and en-

gaged in the nation building processes of two or

more nation-states. Their identities and practic-

es are configured by hegemonic categories, such as L gef el vl 7hA] A

race and ethnicity, that are deeply embedded in the L EdAfNd ol S22 AEFo o 2150 5
% L

nation building processes of these nation-states.’ A3 AAE o] Qlom AR} Eo] F
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[Table 1] No. of heterophyid flukes collected from the present cases®

PARASITOLOGICAL DESCRIPTIONS

A total of 19 specimens of H. heterophyes and 140 of H. dispar
were collected from the diarrheal stools of two patients (Table 1).
Microscopic observations were made on the fresh, fixed and aceto-

. . . 198612 =2
carmine-stained specimens.

The specimens of H. heterophyes (v. Siebold, 1852) were

ovoid in general shape and having oral, ventral and genital suck- Spiecies Case 1 Case 2 Total
ers (Fig. 1 & 2). The size of 18 measured worms (from Case 1) H. heterophyes 18 1 19
in fresh state was 1.36~2.06mm (average 1.74mm) long and H. dispar 129 11 140
0.60~0.88mm (average 0.74mm) wide. Their genital sucker was Total No. of worms 147 12 159

0.24~0.34mm (average 0.28mm) in diameter and armed with

68~85 (average 74.1mm) rodlets around its outer margin (Fig. [E2 1] 2 AISRRE 5

o
i
o
ol
ol
o
1o,
=L
o

3). The intrauterine eggs were ovoid or ellipsoid (Fig. 4) and
0.023~0.030 x 0.013~0.016mm (average 0.026 x 0.014mm). Oth-
er morphology and measurements (Table 2) were all compatible
with those given by Witenberg (1929) and Taraschewski (1984).

Linda Basch, Schiller Glick (1994). Nations Unbound: Transnational Proj-
ects, Postcolonial Predicaments and Deterritorialized Nation. 1st ed. New

York: Routledge’ p. 22.
Linda Basch, Schiller Glick (1994). Nations Unbound: Transnational Projects,

Postcolonial Predicaments and Deterritorialized Nation. 1st ed. New York:

Routledge, p. 22.
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The specimens of H. dispar Looss, 1902 (Fig. 5 & 6) had sim-
ilar body shape to H. heterophyes, but differed in their smaller body
size, 0.97~1.71mm (average 1.26mm) long and 0.49~0.63mm
(average 0.55mm) wide in 30 measured specimens (from Case 1
& 2) in fresh state. Their genital sucker was also smaller than H.
heterophyes, to be 0.094-0.20mm (average 0.13mm) in diame-
ter. The number of rodlets was only 27-35 (average 31.0) around
its outer margin (Fig. 7). The intrauterine eggs of H. dispar were
0.019-0.026 x 0.013-0.016mm (0.023 x 0.014mm). Other mea-
surements and morphology (Table 3) were well agreed to those
described by Witenberg (1929) and Taraschewski (1984).

T
Bept.of Parasitol

f/ fél&w//nfa
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FEH ea
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An interview from 2015.

Kim  YSG said he was bornin 1947.

cHal He is 4 years older than me, I see. Indeed, I do remember him
saying he was 38, and [ was 34 at the time.

Kim  So you carried out this research when you were so young---
cHal That was in 1984, soit’s 31 years ago now.

kim [ heard that prior to this research you had a partnership with
Hyundai Engineering & Construction so that the workers in the
Middle East sent feces samples from their work sites. How was it
that this investigation came about?

cHAl There was this professor, B.S. Seo, who is now deceased, and
he was my instructor at the time. He had received this request from

Ibid., p. 83.
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an organization in Hyundai Engineering & Construction, where he
was to receive feces samples from the Middle East by mail and test
them as a means of health screening for the dispatched workers in
the Middle East. That data must be somewhere, but I wasn't able to
find it.  do remember the tests clearly, though. Still, it did not de-
velop into a thesis.

kim  Was the research short-term, done in 1984 only?

cHal Yes it was. In the 1980s I did a thorough study on Heterophy-
es, and later on in the 1990s my area of study changed quite a bit. It
changed to Gymnophalloides seoi®, and | even studied malaria for
a while. I then moved on to this parasite called Toxoplasma gondii,
which is what I'm still working on. I was surprised to be contacted
about such an unknown study. I was really proud of the thesis, but
there aren’t many who specialize in this field, so not that many peo-
ple appreciate the thesis world-wide.

kKim  Oh, you mean about this genus Heterophyes? Why is that?
isn’t the world’s first human case of Heterophyes dispar infection
an important issue?

cHAl Yes, it is. Books are a collection of this kind of cases so I would
say it is in its way a small accomplishment. But there are many
reasons why it is not widely known. First off, members of the ge-
nus Heterophyes are not that widely distributed around the world,
and another limitation is that it is only found is Asia and the Mid-
dle East. If this parasite species were common in the United States
or Great Britain, it would have instantly been widely known. Which
is of course the reason so few people study it. Nowadays there’s this
thing called impact factor, and people tend to take on research with
greater impact. The genus Heterophyes is not really one of those
so not many people study it. So I was really glad that you contact-
ed me. I thought to myself, there is actually someone who looks for
this.

kKim  These stories are of great value to me, so | was gratified by
this coincidence.  met YSG, the driver, in a taxi by chance, and as a
result was also able to visit you.

cHal [ know. As it happens, [ have just written a book with a new
perspective: parasites are not always harmful to our bodies, but can
also be utilized as our friends. I can’t give you the book because the
book has not yet been published, though I have handed over the
manuscript, but in the book is a brief mention of my encounter with
YSG, the driver. It was a memorable incident for me as well, which is

8

loides seoi was inserted in memory of professor Byung-Sul Seo, who was the
founder of the parasitology department at Seoul National University School

of Medicine.

In 1988, in Sinan of Jeolanam-do Korea, Professor Jong-Yil Chai discovered

Gymnophalloides seoi, a new distoma parasitic to the human body, for the

first time in the world. The word ‘Seoi’ in the scientific name of Gymnophal-
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why it was included.

Kim  Are the parasites you found in YSG’s body worms that usually
live in the intestines?

cHal Yes, originally they only lived in the intestines. Our human
immune system keeps them within the intestines so that they do not
spread to other organs. But this function is weak in a person with
deficient immunity, which means that in a vulnerable person they
can infect the heart or the brain and cause serious damage. But a
person with standard immune functions would only show digestive
symptoms, and could fully expel them by taking an anthelmintic.

kim  So [ take it that they have not spread in Korea?

cHal We did not go into intensive research afterwards, but them
being found in one or two people does not develop into a rampant
spread so quickly.

KIM  You are saying there needs to be a larger number?

cHal Indeed. And those people would need to reside near the sea
or areas with tidelands and continuously diffuse the worms through
their feces if they are to spread. So while it is possible in the natural
world, there has been no actual case of such a spread, and whether
they have settled in Korea I cannot say because it has not been sci-
entifically confirmed.

kim Do the different variants of Heterophyes, for instance Hetero-
phyes Dispar and Heterophyes nocens, all show similar symptoms?
kim  Then how are the species in Korea and Japan different from
the ones in the Middle East?

cHal They have a different shape, and their microstructure and
genes are all different. They take fish as their intermediate host,
and the species they choose may also slightly vary. For instance,
in mullets there is a species called Mugil cephalus and then there
are other species. Apart from these kinds of differences, they are
largely the same.

Kim  Are they parasites that are usually found in mullets?

cHAl Yes, the mullets that are abundant in the Red Sea are the in-
termediate hosts. But traditionally, people don’t eat raw fish in the
Middle East. Raw fish are only eaten in Korea or Japan, which is why
it was the first case in which the two species of worms were found
in humans. We were in our own way excited by the results, and YSG
was also excited and very happy because his system was cleaned
out. But it transpired that there were more people with similar
symptoms to YSG. One was YSG’s brother, who was two years older
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than him. YSW also came in and had the test, and the same para-
sites were extracted. They shared the experience of both having
worked in Dammam, Saudi Arabia. One interesting fact —and I'm
telling you this purely as a scientific fact — is that once these para-
sites enter Korea through these people’s bodies and are excreted
through feces, they are the kind of eggs that can spread in Korea
if enough are defecated. But I have to choose my words carefully
here. In Korea there’s originally Heterophyes nocens which are ba-
sically their cousins, so even if it does spread it would not mean the
introduction of a completely new species but rather an addition to
a place that already has its cousins, which isn’t as bad. But they do
hold the danger of spreading in Korea nonetheless, which is why it
is scientifically a sensitive matter. But this species is not a dire par-
asite or pathogen that kills people. The symptoms are mostly re-
stricted to diarrhea, stomachache, weight loss, loss of appetite, and
digestive disorders, and are only dangerous in cases when the im-
mune system of the person with these parasites has been com-
promised. For instance, if someone has AIDS, or is undergoing
cancer treatment that involves the suppression of the immune sys-
tem, then it has been reported that these parasites can sometimes
spread to the brain or the heart due to the lessened immunity func-
tions, and this can cause serious illness.

kim  Did the two species of parasites branch out from the same
genus Heterophyes and evolve to be different?

cHAl As a matter of fact, Yes. In the scientific name for Humans,
Homo sapiens, Homo is the generic name and sapiens is the specif-
ic name. The erect ape-man of the past are called Homo erectus. In
such manner, the erect ape-man and humans are in the same ge-
nus. Similarly the genus Heterophyes is divided into many species.
kim  Will Heterophyes dispar or Heterophyes heterophyes that
live in Korea become different from the species in the Middle East
in 30 or 50 years time?

cHal They wouldn’t change in just 30 or 50 years, but they could
speciate in maybe a 100 or 1,000 years. Species do not change
over a short period of time.

kim  To move on to a different story, | heard that at the peak of the
Middle East Boom, there were more than 200,000 Korean men
working in the Middle East. As you know, with this short-lived but
massive move of people, the parasites arrived in comfort hidden
inside the human bodies that were their hosts. I find this point of
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contact between the macro world and the micro world to be very
amusing.

cHal [t is amusing. Depending on your view, especially from an ar-
tistic point of view, it is indeed very interesting.

kim [t feels like a fractal structure, or as though there is some
overall connection. As well, when humans immigrate, there are
clashes between cultures and something evolves from that, giv-
ing rise to a new heterogeneous and eclectic culture, does it not?
Doesn’t something similar occur in the world of parasites? The
parasites that crossed over from the Middle East must ingest dif-
ferent nutrients when inside the body of a person living in Korea.
Does this kind of stuff affect the parasites?

cHal Everything has an effect. The relationship between parasites
and humans is affected by species, diet, climate, and the living hab-
its of the different people, and is formed by various dissimilarities.
For instance there are things like malaria which are widespread all
over the world, while in the case of genus Heterophyes, there’s Het-
erophyes nocens in Korea and Japan, and Heterophyes heterophyes
and Heterophyes dispar in the Middle East and Egypt. On the oth-
er hand, these species are not found in North or South America.
They are found in Australia, but the species are completely differ-
ent. These species rarely infect humans and are only found inside
the intestines of animals.

kKim  When the parasites arrive in Korea safely in their host’s body,
can they die if they fail to adapt to the host’s dietary life or the cli-
mate of Korea?

cHal Certainly. They are pretty well protected while hidden inside
the human body, but when they come out then the environment is
different, which can be a cause of problems.

kim  How did you feel when you found about a hundred parasites
in YSG’s test?

cHal Having found so many worms inside a single person, I had the
notion that many of the Koreans who had been to the Middle East,
especially those who had eaten a lot of mullets, would probably
show similar results, and that those with around a hundred worms
inside their stomach would probably have shown similar symp-
toms. I had tried at the time to test the many people who had been
in the Middle East through Hyundai Engineering & Construction,
but it was difficult to find them. Hyundai Engineering & Construc-
tion had also recruited and sent out people who were not regular
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employees, so after arriving at Gimpo Airport they all went on their
own way, which made it practically impossible to contact them one
by one.

kim  Are these visible to the naked eyes?

cHal They usually are not, but if you have good eyes then you may
be able to see them. (He picks one up from the specimen box on the
shelve and brings it close) this is the specimen from YSG. Do you
seeit?

Table 1.1 Common features of diaspora

1. Dispersal from an original homeland, often
traumatically, to two or more foreign regions;

2. alternatively or additionally, the expansion
from a homeland in search of work, in pursuit of
trade or to further colonial ambitions;

3. acollective memory and myth about the home-
land, including its location, history, suffering and
achievements;

4. anidealization of the real or imagined ancestral
home and a collective commitment to its mainte-
nance, restoration, safety and prosperity, even to its
creation;

5. the frequent development of a return movement
to the homeland that gains collective approbation
even if many in the group are satisfied with only a
vicarious relationship or intermittent visits to the
homeland;

6. astrong ethnic group consciousness sustained
over a long time and based on a sense of distinctive-
ness, a common history, the transmission of a com-
mon cultural and religious heritage and the belief
ina common fate;

7. atroubled relationship with host societies, sug-
gesting a lack of acceptance or the possibility that
another calamity might befall the group;

8. asense of empathy and co-responsibility with
co-ethnic members in other countries of settlement
even where home has become more vestigial; and

9. the possibility of a distinctive creative, enriching
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life in host countries with a tolerance for pluralism.” t]olAxate] QulbA E4
L shte] Dol B iE Qbn T ) So T we
A thesis from 1986. G o7 EBoX=HA
Recently the authors experienced two cases of imported H. het- 2. "ibA o w AR E IAY FHE Y A HA
erophyes and H. dispar infection among Korean workers who had A avo g 7o g R s Ut A
been in Saudi Arabia. H. dispar in this paper is the first authentic 3 pE] g WTA 7)ol 3} Al g
human infection in the literature. ; “ Y .
H. heterophyes (v. Siebold, 1852) Stiles and Hassal, 1900 was 4. FA= g arsel tist ol gk 22t
first found in the small intestine of an Egyptian child in 1851 and I e s S I A I B e R e e e
named as Distoma heterophyes. In 1866 Cobbold created a genus 9
for this fluke, Heterophyes, which was adopted as the type genus 5. 2TA 2019 o= 7 sho| =] uhA
of the family Heterophyidae by Odhner in 1914 (Ransom, 1920).
6. 28 AU A9 MR FE AAL%} TE

This species has been repeatedly reported from man (by worms
and/or eggs in stool) and carnivorous mammals and birds such as
dogs, cats, foxes and pelicans (reviewed by Taraschewski, 1984).

H. dispar was first found in the intestine of dogs and cats in
Egypt (Looss, 1902) and has been reported from a variety of car-
nivorous mammals, including foxes and wolves (Ransom, 1920;
Witenberg, 1929; Wells and Randall, 1956; Taraschewski, 1984 & oA ola F % are] 73
1985). However, it has not been reported from human.

Chai, et al., op.cit., p. 82; pp. 84~85.

10

The present specimens of H. heterophyes and H. dispar were

compatible with the descriptions given by many of previous work-
& 1986Ue =2,

ers. H. heterophyes was characterized by its large number (68-85) £ £ o
> > — - = = = = =
of rodlets on gonotyl compared with other Heterophyes spp, espe- z z g AFE2 2 AkrotatH]otef] A F3H =l TEAEE
. . o ‘ z z
cially H. nocens, which indigenously exists in Korea. H. dispar was 3 < g BE] 5] o] H o8 &3 (Heterophyes heterophyes) 3+ H. dispar
. : _ . - -
smaller than H. heterophyes, armed with 27-35 rodlets on gonotyl, z z i 7ol o] % Al S ARSIAT o] 80| H. dispar® AA] 9
and had long intestine(s). g ST W Lo L o e
‘ , 2 27T o | 7re 2 xx 0] BLE )
The second intermediate hosts for both H. heterophyes and H. E £48 I A A=Al 2l 2o] 29 750l
dispar are known to be various kinds of marine fishes, Mugil sp., % g4 g 0|3 olP FF2 1851 O E ofgoto] o] axollA] A
Liza sp., Tilapia sp., Lichia sp., Barbus canis, Sciaena aquilla, Solea ;gj ;: é % S vtAE o] fAED} S H 2ulolo| Azt WHEACH 1866
- ; - . . Pa- S s 8 o
vulgaris and so on (Witenberg, 192.9, Wells anc} Randall, 1956; Pa 3 s 25 W ZRBEL o] 552 98] Heterophyesthe 28 42 4]
perna and Overstreet, 1981). Considered the history of Case 1, the K &2 g =10 1o . N N
. . . . . S . AMElod 71 H 0T o S = Yol o2
source of infection in this case seemed Mugil spp. (M. cephalus, M. % % Iz 25191, 1914 2 ELel] o} oY FS () o Ho2
S 3 S = = = =]
capito, M. auratus, M. saliens or M. chelo; Paperna and Overstreet, 3 3 3’( o SEGth o] F52& (E9H 7S Y/Es S-S B Ut
. . 0~
1981)1.0The Case 2 could not recall the name(s) of fishes he had g . g 2 :'(Ef 2 7| zeko] oo a7t E QA T O 2ol 22 7Ho]o]
eaten. o= o= ¥ -
i s d W o2 e T glck
< ¢ < 5 B -
54 Ses H. dispart= 01 EollA] 7} 310Fe] o] ol 222 07
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Aninterview from 2015. Qo] wFTh Tk 17k 7Helo] B4 wEE AL I3
Kim The Red Sea, were you near Jeddah then? o}
YSG: | was in Jeddah, and I was also near the Suez Canal, in a large ' b o0l olalelal s b6 ol Hho. o
port city called Yanbu. I was working for Nam Kwang Engineer- 2 A7ef 1P OIBEH S H. dispar E22 81 B2 <
ing & Construction at the time, building an industrial complex in FAEo] AeT A AL olYP ol 52 thE SlEl
Yanbu. If you go about 20km from the Suez Canal there are a lot of Zulolo]| A £ E3| 5FL 10X0] S3flo|dlSZa} v| S}
corals in the sea. That’s where I dug them up. There are lots of sea- T} (68-85) 9] rodleto] gonotylell Stk Ho] SAolct H

shells, and the rocks there are pitch black. Maybe they are so black

spars o]do]d B = + - '
because they have been exposed to the sunlight for eons, since dispare ©1°] é &5 50 2FAL gonotyl©] 27~357]9] rodlet

the beginning of the Earth. But if you flip them over they have this o7 B0 Jlew, 1 Y-S 7t
amazing color, as you can see here. You can tell they were original- olgoldEE 3} H. dispar] 23} F7HaFE thoket 5
ly green, if you turn them over. When [ wanted to take one with me, o] H 0] = olE Asol® SetmjolE:, Aol 2] A
[ used to carefully wrap them in waste paper. Cowor o g o v o

This one, as you can see, looks a little strange. I would turn o o= dHA otk Akl 1 G4 & 83 S o of
ones like this that had the right shape into an axe and take it with B ALABRE solRe AR A HT AR 2 942
me when I went diving. Coral roots are hard like a rock, so I would 7} A 25} o] 2m L 701517 Zaict 1

only dig out the roots. You have to get the job done quickly or else
you can get stung. Corals are like nettles, they sting and it prick-
les. It can also become itchy. If you get poisoned by coral then you

should go to the hospital or else it can get serious. -+ Corals are ac- 2015442] 2AE .
tually white but they initially appear yellowish due to the slime. 2 Z3, 28 At 2o AlK Y] 2?

When you put them in water with a bit of detergent dissolved, they vse ATIE Q19T 2o = L3 Zo 5 Ql9lo] 8. okEal 7 5
= sy T — - .

l

become white again. Then, you can make starched water using

mashed rice in the office, and add toilet paper into it. If you do that, 2IFFEAGUS. BA ST EA AN D3R 311, kel T U
the toilet paper turns mushy and becomes sticky like glue. You stick A& WS YA 2. o= 23 Foll A 20km H = 7HH vpto] &
it to the coral and dry it for 3 days, and it becomes hard like cement. It AT BEUTH A7 A I & AL ZANBEAE BT, A=
That’s how you put coral in your luggage when coming back to Ko- Eo] o}= AjFh 2. A T7F A7) B 2 E kb ok o] obA 1
rea. Because once you're in Korea you can just put it in water, and it

R4, oh 3 Al7bol 2. TH 71 0 o] 37 M3l o] ek glof

instantly melts away.
2. dEie 2FA YUY HUTt. o] A 7 AL & woll = FA ol &

HAAHLE A 2. 018 & e Rol 7|2 Rapo] T A&

©712 WEo| A 4T Wit A 3 ik e, A E et gua

A thesis from 1986.
The life span of H. heterophyes or H. dispar was reported to be 1

to 4 months in canine or feline hosts (Taraschewski, 1985). In g Aol 2ozt B 7tA L ek T AU S T wj W 3

the present human case (Case 1), however, the age of infection i OFA] ¢ 12| 2 Q 45 = H7|F SZo| HA =H L. }F
of worms was at least longer than 14 months. He consumed raw E’é M7 2 518 AE Eo] Q 2 ¥ Yo Z 7jofx] oF 1gH 2 Y
@ullets in Saudi Arabia but stopped it aftel.r returning home un- g; U Tk, 2b5 1 917 SR T 7} Eol A Lol 2728
til the worms were removed by treatment. It is suggested that man o

may be a more suitable host than animals for these fluke infec- % Holo RS AIA & 2ol @7 g2 giAl el A = AlejA 8. a
tions, however, studies are needed on this point. o ¥ O30l AHREA oM AREE o7l Yol ol FEES THEC|R. T
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Imported cases of heterophyiasis has sometimes been record-
ed in the world literature. In France H. heterophyes and H. nocens
were introduced from Egypt (Rousset and pasticier, 1972) and
from Japan (Lamy et al., 1976) respectively. In Japan H. heterophy-
es cases were imported from Egypt (Kagei et al., 1980). In Korea,
only the indigenous H. nocens infection has been recently known
to occur (Seo et al., 1981; Chai et al., 1984 & 1985). This report
firstly recorded importation of heterophyiasis (H. heterophyes and
H. dispar) from the Middle East to Korea.

Imported heterophyiasis cases may be of considered number
in Korea. According to Seo (1979), who examined stools from 408
Korean workers in the Middle East (Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and
Kuwait), detected as many as 101 (24.8%) positive cases of het-
erophyid eggs."

Figs. 1-4. Heterophyes heterophyes collected from a Korean work-
er returned from Saudi Arabia. 1. A formalin-fixed specimen (from
Case 1) showing its genital sucker (GS) and other structures
(Scale: 0.2mm). 2. Another specimen (acetocarmine-stained)
showing the position and morphology of male and female gen-
ital organs (Scale: 0.2mm). 3. Magnification of its middle por-
tion, where the ventral sucker (VS), genital sucker (GS) and
total 73 chitinous rodlets are observed (Scale: 0.04mm). 4. Mag-
nification of a portion of the uterine loop containing many
eggs, 0.023-0.030mm long and 0.013-0.016mm wide (Scale:
0.04mm).

Figs. 5-7. Heterophyes dispar collected from the same person. 5. A
formalin-fixed specimen (from Case 1) showing smaller body and
smaller genital sucker (arrow) than H. heterophyes. Two intesti-
nal ceca extend long but not as much posterior as in H. heterophy-
es (Scale: 0.2mm). 6. Another specimen (acetocarmine-stained)
showing a small genital sucker (arrow) and various genital organs
(Scale: 0.2mm). 7. Magnification of its middle portion showing
the ventral sucker (VS), genital sucker (GS) and total 31 rodlets
(Scale: 0.04mm)."

What is a transnational view? Is it possible to see
things as an objective entity that neither belongs

12
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Ibid., p. 85.

Ibid., p. 86.
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here nor there? If we accept the fact that all humans
are selves with a built in position, then it becomes
apparent that establishing a transnational view is
an even more difficult task.

If transnational view is the view of an emigrant
with a hybrid identity that neither belongs to one
culture nor the other, then it loops back to struggle
for recognition that was the point of departure for
transnationalism.

Above all, transnationalism may contravene its
original purpose as a frame for understanding the
complex phenomenon of cultural hybrid resulting
from globalization, misused as a new strategy for
neo-liberal globalization with a call for hybrid aes-
thetics as a means of national competitiveness.

To understand a phenomenon correctly we may
have to wait for the phenomenon to completely
pass.”’

A thesis from 1986.
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ABSTRACT

Two human cases of Heterophyes heterophyes and H. dispar infec-
tions were proven by the recovery of their adult worms. The cas-
es were 38-year and 40-year-old Korean workers who had been
in Saudi Arabia for 4-6 years and returned home in 1983 or 1984
with gastrointestinal troubles. In Saudi Arabia they had eaten raw
brackish water fishes such as the mullet. After the treatment with
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10 mg/kg praziquantel and purgation with magnesium salt, a total
of 19 specimens of H.heterophyes and 140 of H. dispar were collect-
ed. It is of interest that the worms persisted in a patient although
he had been back in Korea for 14 months. This is the first report
on imported heterophyiasis in Korea. Human infection by H. dis-
par is the first record in the literature."

A recollection from 2015.

What would happen to people if there were no stories to tell?

In the year 1980, when the population of South Korea had just
reached 40 million, more than 200 thousand Korean men were
dispatched to the Middle East. Making hardly any attempt to as-
similate into the local culture, they rather formed an isolated col-
ony, maintaining a militaristic lifestyle. When they returned home
with oil money in their hands, parasites from the Middle East
crossed the sea with them, safe in their warm bodies, in contrast to
the refugees of our time, who cross the borders and the seas hid-
ing in containers and laying low on boats. And even though YSG’s
case was the first time in the world a parasite of that species had
been found inside a human body, it did not receive much attention.

A top shell from the coastal waters of the Red Sea, a sample
plate of Heterophyes heterophyes that came from a mullet in the
Red Sea, and a thin research paper with a slightly faded sky-blue
cover. The Blue Sea.

Who might find this story significant? Who might remem-
ber this story, and who might talk about it, to extend its life a bit
further?

What would happen to people if there were no stories to tell?

From sea to land, from mullets to people, from the past to the
present. The waves that reach me from afar, washing in from the
years of 1982, 1984 and 1986. More waves. | am not raising them
up all of a sudden. These did not come to me today, unexpectedly.
As Modiano would have said, they had already started in a far and
distant past, and are coming to me from a far and distant place.

14

Chai, et al., op. cit., p. 86.
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